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AT a period^ when nc^arly every vice that' 
could degrade human DatRe^ has^ appeared 
under a female form before tHe^fiirstcmJ^o*- 
ciety upon earth; it is ^laliB^fortKe's^xio 
wish to present some contrast to so disgust- 
ing a picture^ to hold up a mirror in which 
the female character may be seen,, bereft of 
the effrontery^ levity^ and licentiousness that 
has so lately and so grossly disgraced it ; and 
beheld in its proper garb of piety^ modesty^ 
and humility^ 

Willi tliis view the followins Anecdotes 



r» 



are presented to the PubUc by one, who (eeU 
ing conscious that they could derive no ad- 
vantage from her name^hae solicited permis- 
sion to have the present pubUcation dedi- 
cated to^aLady in whom great respectability 
gives the best lustre to high rank, and whom 
universal consent has placed amongst the 
most estimable of her time. 
viXoifGriceVow^.teelings, happily for 
;om^f:y^M^f'^^°''y^^ the truth of 
theatf i«^iir6M*^"a thereforeexcolpate from 
flatttr* «r f^i^n one who can have no 
riot!VW*Vir.-^«h«;.imd who in offering het 
warmest thanks for the permission so kmdiy 
given for this address, has the honour of 
subscribing herself, 

MADAM, 

Your Grace's mostobligedr 
and devoted 

humble Servant, 

1^9 THE EDITOR. 



ANECDOTIiS, &c. 



I. 

licsEAECHEs into antieot times 
Jbave been of late so much pursued, 
and the discoveries, when made, so 
well received by the public, that the 
..Compiler of this little work is in- 
duced to hope, that some merit will 
be allowed it from its antiquity, and 
more so from its authenticity : the 
veracity of which is undoubted, (as 
can be proved from the original ma- 
nuscript past the power of contra- 
diction). 

B 



Hizabeth daughter and 8ole4ieir- 
<ess of Thomas Gary, second son tm 
Robert Earl of Monmouth, was not 
only one of the most accomplished, 
Jbut also one of the most beautiful 
^oraen of her time *. Her rank and 
station in life, together with the un- 
common share of beauty and wit that 
she was endowed with, rendered her 
situation a mo&t dangerous one, sur- 
rounded by temptations on all sides.; 
living at a time when licentiousness 
was not only encouraged, but pur- 
sued by almost all those that consti- 
tuted the court of Charles the Se- 

« 

* She was celebrated by her cotemporaiy 
'|ioets :— 

*^ Betty Cary*8 lips and eyes 

'^ Make all hearts their sacrifice * 





ttond ; ^nd though tb« beauties that 
adorned that period were of so cdnh 
spicuous a nature, that their fame 
has descended to this day ; yet none 
«hone with greater lustre than this 
lady ; we may well say of her, " she 
was the glass in which the noble 
^outh did dress themselves." But, 
though thus admired, thus sur^ 
' rounded with every temptation that 
xrould increase vanity, create pride, 
and call forth all Ihe bad propensi^ 
ties of the humaa hearty yet we find 
that in reality she possessed the 
deepest humility, the highest sense 
of religion, the most unbounded love 
and reverence for her great Creator 
and Saviour, the most entire reli- 
ance on his goodness, and the most 
profound resignation to l^is will* 
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We follow her through some of 
•the greatest trials and calamities that 
human nature can endure: perse-- 
cutioHy sickness, perils of firQ and 
water^ loss of property and friends ; 
we see her surrounded by plague 
and pestilence ; at length, afiiicted by 
. the loss of a husband on whom her 
every hope of earthly happiness de- 
pended ! yet she rises superior to all, 
and finds her consolation, where 
alone comfort can be obtained— -front 
the band who in mercy cbasteneth 
be loveth. 

She married John Mordaunt*, 



^ He was created by Charles the Second, 
Xiord Mordaunt of Ryegate, and Viscouott 
AvaloHi JulyJLO, l65S* 



5:ounger son of John Earl of Peter- 
borough; and we read a most fa- 
vourable mention of her soon after, 
Ui the Earl of Clarendon's History 
of the Rebellion,, in which be says^ 

" There wad a young gentleman 
^* John Mordaunt, the younger son 
** and brother of the Earl of Peter- 
** borough, who having been too 
^* young to be engaged in the late 
** war, during which time he had hi& 
education in France and Italy, was 
now of age and parts, and great 
*' vigour of mind, and newly mar- 
** ried to a young beautiful lady of a 
" very loyal spirit, and notable vi- 
" vacity of wit and humour, who 
" concurred with him in all honour- 
^* able dedications, of himself He 
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** resolved to embrace all opportu-- 
** mties to serve the king, and to^ 
" dispose those, upon whom he had 
^ influence, to take the same reso- 
" iution ; and being allied to the 
** JMarquis of Ormond, he -tlid by 
^ him inform hi* majesty of his re- 
'^ solution, and his readiness to re* 
" ceive any commands from him*!'' 

We shall, in future, see the re- 
sult of this negociation; but it here 
becomes nececessary to account 
ichy this manuscript should again; 
see the light, after having lain dor- 
mant for probably near 1 30 years. 

Upon the death of the late Earl o£ 
Clanbr^sill, at his family seat at 
Dundalk, county of Loutlv Ireland^ 



t6e Sbrary at Dundalk belhg taKen^' 
down, tbi» raanuscrijpt wa9 foundu 
amoDgBt the boaks^ which had 
been left or giTeti? by the Lady 
Mordaunt to her daughter Mrs. Hsl^ 
siilton^ who was grandmother to thr 
late Earl of Claobra^^tUy and. had 
lain for above aoentury, ^ipst pro* 
bably unopened^ Jt^ has been some 
years in my hands; and though the 
thought of offering it to the pMblio 
bas ofteniemployed^ my leisuro houra^ 
yet from (perhaps indolence), and 
the pressure of different occupationffD. 
Xhave until now deferred the re^ 
viewing it, and assorting such parta 
^s I think most likely to find favomr. 
with those who are so litde afraid o£ 
their own meditations^ as to v^otuccr 
fa peruse those of otherst 
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I was impelled by a strong motive 
to this work, by an expression of the 
Lady Mordaunt in one of her pray* 
ers, uhere she earnestly beseeches 
the Almighty that she may be an in- 
strunient to promote his honour and< 
glory. And could I hope to be the 
humble means of fulfilling her wishes^ 
how completely will my own be gra- 
tified, in thus holding up to^the pub- 
tic an example so worthy of imita* 
tion, particularly to the higher ranks, 
where examples of piety and virtue 
are so strongly called for. For, 
alas ! with them we see impiety doth 
boldly stalk abroad, and dares to 
shew its horrid front in open day; 
the marriage sacred vow is violated ; 
the sabbaths are profaned, and riot 
and dissipa^tion ^* eke out the unhaU 
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lowed hoiirs." And what saith the 
Almighty? Shall not my soul be 
avenged upon such a nation as this ? 
And was there ever a period so 
fraught with dreadful judgments as 
the present ? Is not the hand of the 
avenging angel seen conspicuously 
around? and, while in mercy the 
sword still hangs over our heads as 
yet but half unsheathed, shall we 
QOt endeavour to deprecate the Al- 
mighty's just wrath by humility and 
repentance, e'er the gulph shall open 
under our feet, and swallow us up 
in the destruction which has already 
nearly enveloped the whole of Eu- 
rope ! 

Let us, then, take example from 
one whose temptations must have 
been equi^l to ours ; and in the mid- 
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die of an the pleasures and' luxurfes- 
of a higher situation ; in the height ofT 
jouth and beauty strictly pursuing: 
the paths of religion and virtue, self- ' 
denial, and the deepest humih'ty. 
She truly kept herself unspotted' 
from the world ; and her religious 
duties, so far from being done with, 
any ostentation^ were performed with<. 
a privacy that shewed it was to Gods 
alone she was anxious to be accep* . 
table. On the outside of the manu- 
script the remains of a little silver 
lock, prove how carefully she 
guarded her meditations and prayers^ 
from the public gaze. And these 
religious exercises she pursued so^ 
uninterruptedly, that she kept a - 
diary, where she inserted her daily 
deviations from right (slight indee A 
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Aey were), and acknowledged the 
blessings she received from above. 

May we not hope, from a re- 
view of so bright a character, that 
much advantage may be reaped. We 
ought to set our standard of virtue m 
high as our imagination can conceive ; 
for though, perhaps, it may be high- 
er than mortal frailty can reach, yet 
(as by searching far thf5 philosopher's 
stone, which can* never be obtained, 
most valuable discoveFJe^^ have tni^n^ 
made, so) in eadeavouring at d HgH 
degree oi. virtue, . we attain tQ ?i^ 
greater pitch of pierfictioa; .^n Yft 
eould possibly bope for^ undet any^ 
other circumstahces; atnd theMri^d^ 
aaitb) ^^ be ye pocfeot iis, your fatted 
whicfi is m hearoa is^perfiicL '* / ;i 
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Lord God Almighty, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, I the unworthiest of all 
creatures living, do here come with 
my heart and mouth overflowing 
with thanksgiving and praise. Ac- 
cept them from me Lord, for thou 
hast enabled me to render them unto 
4heey for tiie great and unspeakable 
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mercy which I have this day received 
from thee, of that spiritual joy wliich 
loy heart is not able to contain, but 
must burst out in prayers and praises 
to thee for so undeserved a blessing. 
For I was proud and vain ; care- 
less of the things that tended to- 
wards salvation, and too mindful of 
the pleasures and empty nothings of 
this wicked world. And notwith- 
standing all this, and millions more 
of transgressions and sins, thou hast 
a^t last given me a great sense of 
tbem all, and a trouble for them, 
but so mixed with a spiritual joy 
and coEdfort, and with resolutions of 
forsaking them all, and only and 
wholly to cleave unto thee my dear* 
est Saviour, that I cannot but with 
yrodfler ciy out and say, Lord what 



w 

it nmn^ that liioa art so mindfor of' 
bim, or the so» of man, that thou^ 
thus regardest him ! and amongst 
all 80 pitiful and unwoitby a> crea* 
ture as myself. But Lord, since out 
of the abundance of thy mercy^, 
thou hast in some measure eased me 
of the load and burden of my sins^ 
and given me some hopes of my fu^ 
ture amendment,, let me not Lord^ 
receive those hopes in rain; butso< 
direct me through the whole course . 
of my life (ivhelher it be short or 
long, that and all things else as it 
seems best in thy sight), that it may 
be wholly spent in thy service, and> 
that I may be an instrument to pro« 
mote thy honour and glory. 

liordi let my life be what thoo^* 
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yfeasesfy so it may be that; tet ifrbe* 
spent in afflictions if that be best, so 
k will please tliee to support me id 
them ; or in prdsperity if thou seest 
xne so humble that I can support it 
without arrogancy and pride, and 
that by that means thy praises may 
be the more encreased; Or else m 
mediocrity, if thou blessed Lord 
knowest that my fervency in thy ser- 
vice will not be shaken by it, but 
that the quiet of that condition may 
afford means to make me spend more 
of my time in thy service. But 
Lord, in this as in all things else, 
let thy blessed will be done, not my 
corrupt one, for I am thine; Lord 
keep me. Thou art my father, and 
my sanctifier; Lord take me into 
thy care. Lord save me^ and Lord 



16 

iMtnict me^ and at the last receife 
me* Glory be to thee ; glory be to 
thee ; glory be to thee, most blessed 
Trinity. And through thy mercy 
and power, my adored Lord, and 
for the merits of my most blessed 
and dearest Saviour, and by the un- 
utterable groans of thy most holy 
Spirit, grant that both in this world, 
and after this transitory life be past, 
I may unceasingly cry and sing :— 

** Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unta 
the Lamb." 

*' Great and marvellous are thy 
works liOrd God Almighty. Just 
and true are thy ways thou. King of 
Saints/' 
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" Who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord^ and glorify thy name, for 
thou only art holy ; for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee ; 
for thy jadgemeiitd are made mani- 
fest" 

Amea Amen» 
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^ Abstain from all appeara&ce of eviL*^ 



A meflitatioa on the sb'ictoess we^ 
#ught to observe through the whole; 
course of our life; being. not onlyi 
to account for our thoughts^ worda^. 
and actionsi but for the very appear*^ 
ance of eviL 



I 

tm 



A Meditation on the Appearance 

of EviL 

Since we must upon no terma- 
suffer any action to pass without so* 
strict examination, of which we may; 
give an account, as well of the ap* 
pearanco as of the intentioa> o£ 



1^ 

lebem^ what care and caution is? 
needful then for our own, when we' 
are so far to answer for other peopleV 
&alts, as not by any appearance of 
91 to have' b^en an occasion of hu* 
miliation to our weak brethren;: 
which, that we may the better shun^ 
my advice to myself is, that I let' 
no day pass wkhout taking such a' 
review t)f my life, as that I may ren- 
der to God the glory of any thin^ 
which, by his great assistance, I 
have done that past di^ aeceptabltff 
in his sight ; and that, in this case, ' 
I may always think and say, '* Not' 
unto us Q Lord, not unto us; but 
unto thee is all praise due :*' for I aoL 
the unworthiest of all creatures liv- 
ing,. which I shall soon be confirmed^ 
in when I come to account for my 



sks of commisaioQ and omission^, 
which I must strictly do, and sin- 
cerely repent of; that by God's as- 
sistance, having done that^ I may 
lay me down and rest in peace, witb> 
a full assurance that they shall never 
more be laid to my charge, so as to. 
condemn me ; but that my Saviour's^ 
Irfood, with all its merits, shall havci 
quite blotted them out. 

That I may the better keep this^ 
resolution, Lord give me grace con- 
stantly to eiuimine myself by the foU 
lowing rules, or the like. How to* 
examine the integrity of my. actions :. 
First, in reviewing, the good actions, 
of the day, whether they were done 
with integrity and singleness of 
heart;, and whether Ihadnoother^ 



^nd in them, than the promoting of 
Cfod's glory, and the obeying and 
fulfilling of his will ; and whether 
nothing of vanity or advantage had 
a share in the performance of them, 
if not, to give God the glory, for it 
^as the Lord's doing. 

If ill, to exaniine the occasions of 
them, and next time to shun them ; 
^o repent for what is past, and ear- 
nestly to pray to God for grace to 
xesist the like temptation. 
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^aw to ttamine the Sincerity cfmg 

Word$. 

Wh£TH£R the sincerity and truth 
of them be so greats as that no fear 
of their being disproved should make 
me desire the concealment of them« 
Whether there were nothing in them 
tending to any person's prejudice 
either out of a particular malice to 
them, or out of vain glory to be 
thought better than they myself (a 
sad principle ! to lay the foundation 
of my fame upon the destruction of 
another's, that may be more de-^ 
serving than myself; from which I 
pray God to preserve me) ; and 
whether vanity and folly have not a 
greater share in my conversation 



ifhan jany thiog 0f $pupd wisdom^ or 
^knowledge .tbat might minister any 
4;hiog to the editing of others ; , by 
<this I must either condemn my 
^words, or rather mysdf for them, or 
^Ise return thanks most humbly td 
<xod, for having preserved me Irpiyi 
loffending with my tongue. 



^(fw diligent we ought to be in not 
mispending our Meditations^ by 
turning them to idle Thoughts. 

To examine our thoughts : our Sa- 
viour says, out of the heart Cometh 
4ill evil, and nothing is so deceitful 
as the heart of man ; let me then so 
examine this heart of mine, that ^the 



thooghts and ificlinations of my 
heart may be accepted before Godc 
for generally our thou^ts precede 
our actions. Our Saviour says, from 
within, out of the heart of man, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornication, murders, thefts, covet- 
ousness, wickedness, lasciviousness^ 
an evil eye, blasphemy, and fiUhi- 
ness. The thoughts are the fore- 
runners of all ill, and are first to be 
taken care of; for preserve them 
tinblameable, and *tis to be presumed 
ill actions will hardly follow. How 
hard is it to have chaste thoughts, 
and inimodest actions; or just 
thoughts, and unjust dealings. Pu-, 
rify the first source, and the channel 
will hardly be corrupted. 
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Satan our common enemy knoivs 
this very well, , and, therefore, as- 
saults us in that part, which will 
corrupt the whole ; and when he 
find3 that thoughts of the deepest 
dye, the blackest guilt, will not staj 
long with us, he fails not to furnish 
such a troop of vain and idle one*Sj 
as find resistance in few places. 
These are so suitable to the frailties 
of our nature that there are few so 
strongly fortified with grace, as to 
resist the pomps and vanities of the 
world, when ushered in with the 
temptations of the flesh and the 
devil, all which we vow against in 
baptism. 

Let us, therefore, fight manfully 
against it^ in the course of our lives* 

C 
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Let us consider, that these oar 
thoughts are kuoiim onily to God and 
oursehreSi and therefore ought to be 
moft pure ; with them we reach Hea- 
ven, and may contemplate God 
himself as far as he is revealed to 

115 by his blessed spirit 

And shall we lay aside this privi- 
lege, and turn our thoughts to vani- 
ties ? Tis below the cimracter that 
God has imprinted upon man^ of 
wisdom. 
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W£ BOW behold the Lady Mor- 
daunt in one of the most distressing 
acenes, that it is poesiWe for humaii 
nature to sustain^ by seeing her b^^ 
loved husband committed dose pri^ 
aoi^r to the Tower, on the disco^rf 
of Mr. SiBpely (a gentleman of hirgtf 
fortune in the county of Sussex) t 
who stated, that preparations wieref 
making for an insurrection, in ordei^ 
to the restoration of Charles the Se-*' 
cond, in which Mordaunt was sup^ 
posed to bear a considerable part* 
Indeed Mr. Stapeiey^s evidence could 
not be doubted, for he had himself 
promised his assistance in this affiiir, 
and had received a commission for €t 
regiment of horse, which he intended 
to provide, and to have in readinesi 
for the king upon his arrival. 
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But unfortunately be had trusted 
a servant that betrayed him ; and 
being, thereupon, sent for by Crom- 
well, he was so cajoled by promises, 
and terrified by threats, that he 
made an entire discovery ; upon 
which several people were taken up 
in different parts of the kingdom, 
and a high court of justice w*as 
greeted for the trial of the priso- 
ners; and of this*court John Lisle, 
who gave his vote for the murder of 
Charles the First, and who still con- 
tinued entirely in Cromwell's confi- 
dence, was president But the 
judges, who seldom consisted of few* 
er than twenty, were sometimes im- 
pelled by pity, or bought off by mo- 
ney, to do good offices to those who 
came before them. 



The Lady Mordaunt far frpm let^ . 
ting her grief overpower her r^a^on, 
vigorously set about affording all the: 
assistance that in his great emeikf 
gency she could give to lier hua?' 
band. 

 « 

By her liberali^ she procured the 
good-will of some of these judges^ 
from whom, the day the trial began, , 
she received most important advices* 
The one was, that she should pre- 
vail with her husband to plead, in 
which case his friends might be of 
use ; but if he insisted upon the 
point of law, he would infallibly 
su6fer, and no man dare speak for 
him. The other was, that the chief 
proof, by which he was likely to be 
condemned, was for his having him^ 

c 3 
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self delivered tl)e commisaioii to 
St^peley, and that the chief evidence 

• 

to prove this nas a CoL Malony, 
who0C testimony wa^ more valuable 
than even Stapeley's itself. 

The Lady Mordaunt, by her gene- 
rosity and cleverness, contrived to 
prevail upon CoL Malony to with- 
draw himself: and when he was call- 
ed for to give bis evidence he was no 
where to be found. 

- She was also so fortunate as to 
have a little note she wrote, inform- 
ing her husband of how he ought to 
act, and what she had done herseli^ 
put into bis hand as he passed to the 
bar; which having perused he de- 
pkrted from bis former resolution; 



31 

modesdy pleaded^ aubmitted to his 
tftal^ and behaving vfith coorage^ 
ea$ily evaded the greatest part of th# 
evidetice they had against him. Nor 
oould they find proof, what presump* 
tion soever there might be, that he 
bad spoken to the Duke of Ormond; 
and 1)6 evaded also many other par- 
ticulans of bis correspondence with 
the kinigi wii^ adoairable addressnt 
That of Stapeley's commission was 
reserved for the last, and the . epm- 
missioa beii^ produced, the hand 
and signature were soon recognised^ 
Mr. Stapeley was caHed, to declare 
from whom he bad it ; and, though 
he appeared to do it unwillingly, b^ 
eoi^fessed he received it from Mor- 
iUunt Yet he made this confession 
in so disordered and caofosed a 

c 4 
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manner^ and answered the questions 
pot to him by the prisoner with so 
much hesitation and apparent dis-' 
tress, that his evidence could not 
prove satisfactory to any impartial 
judge ; and when Malony was called 
for, and could not be found (and 
that they were not able by their own 
rules to delay their sentence) ; one 
of the judges being tfuddenly taken' 
ill with a fit of the stone, and ob- 
liged to withdraw, the court divided, 
one half for condemning him, and 
the other half for saving him. The 
president's single voice was to decide 
the sentence ; when, contrary to all 
expectation, be (after making some 
excus«s for the justice he was going 
to do), and acknowledging mariy ob- 
ligations to the mother of the priso^ 
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ner, in contemplation whereof he 
pronouneed him innocent for aught 
appeared ta the court 

Cromwell's indignation was so 
great at this sentence, that he caused 
Mordaunt to be confined for several 
months in the tower, and wanted to 

* 

have him tried again ; but the scan- 
dal of so great an abuse of power 
would have been so enormous, that 
he at last gave it up knd had him li- 
berated ; and he was only a very fe\v 
days at liberty when he embarked 
liimself as frankly as ever in the 
king's service, and witkg. better sue- 
cess*. 

^ * This account, being taken almost entirely 
from a quotation out of Lord Clarendon's 
History of the Rebellion, demands no farther 
Stttiientlcity^ 
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JEXTKACTt CONTiyUftD. 

1658, 

In the year of our Lord| 1658, on thc^ 
first of June, my dear husband was 
tried for his life, by a court called 
the high court of justice. And on 
the second day of June was cleared 
by one voice only: nineteen con- 
demning of him, and twenty saving 
of him; and the twenty had not 
prevailed but by God's immediate 
hand, by striking one of the court 
with an illness which forced him to 
go out, in whose Al>sence the votes 
were given and recorded, so that his 
return no way prejudiced Mordaun^ 
though in his thoughts he resolved it 
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(Pridte was the person). Many other 
mirtetiioBS blesungs irere shewed in 
his preservation, for which blessed be 
God. 

He was the first example., that 
pleaided not guilty^ that was cleaned 
before the courts* 



JVe4ne$day. June 9dj 1658. 

FfiATS£ the Lord> O my sou), and 
all that is within me praise bis holy 
namo : praise the Ixml^ O my soul, 
and forgpt not all his benefit 
Which saved thee froai destruction, 
aoid. crowned thee with oiercy and 
loriiig Idadoess. Praised be the 
Locd for eter^ for be hath preserved 
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the life of iriy dear hosbrad from the 
power and malice of his eaftniies^ 
and has blessed us with mereies on 
every side. It was thy hand, luid 
the help of thy mercy that relieved 
va&y when the waters of affliction had 
nigh drowned us, and our sins had 
justly deserved it^ and our eneiiiieB. 
earnestly desired and pursued it. 
But thou, O Lord, didst revoke that- 
angry : sentence (which we had de- 
served, and which was gone out 
against us), by frustrating the de- 
figns and malice of his eneoiies, by 
turning the heart of Mall : as thou 
tufQ^st the rivers of water; and as 
thou broughtest water out of a 
stoney rock, to relieve thy servants. 
the children of Israel, so didst thou 
'turn that stoney heart of bis^ that 



where he designed destruction he 
endeavoured safety. Therefore we 
vrill be glad, and rejoice in thy mer- 
cy; for thou hast considered our 
trouble, and hast known our souls, 
in adversity ; for thou gavest not up 
my dear husband into the hands of 
bis enemes, but hast set his feet in a 
large roomi for pur hopes were ever 
in thee, and thou didst not deceive 
us. For we have said thou art our 
God, our time is in thy bands, be it 
as it seemeth good in thy sight; and 
thou host heard my supplications. 
and hast considered my complaint; 
thou hast granted me my hearts de- 
sire, and hast not refused me the re* 
quest of my lips, when I begged de* 
liverance for my dear husband from 
U^ hands of his enemies, and from 
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those who persecuted him ; and thou 
hast shewed thy servant the light of 
thy countenance, and hast spared 
him for thy mercy's sake ; for thou 
sufieredst him not to be confounded 
in the face of his enemies, but sup* 
ported him on every side, for the 
wisdom of man is foolishness before 
thee, and thou never forsakest those 
that love thee. 

Thanks be to the Lord, for he 
hath shewed us marvellous great 
kindness in this strange deliverance. 
O love the Lord all ye his saints, 
praise^ him and magnify him toge- 
tjher, for the Lord preserveth theift 
that are' faithful, and plenteously 
rewardeth the proud doer. O give 
thanks unto the Lord, and call upoe^ 
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iM name; tell the people what 
things he hath dtMie. Ad for me I 
vtill give great thanks unto the Lord, 
and praise him amongst the multi- 
tude. Blessed be the Lord God, 
^^ven the Lord God of Israel, which 
only doetfa wondrous and gracious 
things; and blessed be the name of 
bfs Majesty for ever, and all the 
earth shall be filled with his Majesty, 
Amen« Amen. 



THe Prayer. 

O iiT God, my just and merciful 
God, sanctify this blessing unto me, 
and so fill my heart with the appre^ 
hensions of thy miraculous mercies 
to'me in tb» great deliverance of 
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.my dear husband, that I naay not 
dare to offend thee that hath so 
highly blessed me, but grant that 
both me^ and my dear husband 
may spend that life which we have 
again received from thy hands, with 
so great strictness that we may as 
eminently shew forth thy mercy to 
us, in the spending of our time^ as 
in the saving of oar lives. 

Make us instruments of thy mer- 
cy to thy church, and to thy chosn : 
and as thou bast given, to my dear 
husband a second life, s6 give him 
a new one in all virtue and holiness^ 
and grant him grace never to fe$u;^ 
the hazarding that life in thy ser* 
vice, whose power and mercy can 
preserve fknd carry hioi through th% 



41 



greatest difficulties. Lord, ever* 
more, be his defender; make us 
both thine, and then, in thy great 
mercy, keep us so. For we are 
lighter than vanity itself, and with- 
out thee can do no good thing. But 
my God shall bless us, for he shall 
chuse ont an heritage for U8| even 
the worship of Jacobs whom he 
loved. Amen. 
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A Thanksgiving for tfie ^th of 
May^ every Year, it being the 
Day of the^King's happy Resto- 
ration, and a Beginning of the 
Church's Settlement. 

What praises can I render unto 
thee, my God, worthy thy accep- 
tance at any time^ though in the 
greatest affliction, which still is less 
than my sins do daily deserve, and^ 
therefore, requires my hearty and 
humble thanks for thy goodness, ia 
not punishing them according to 
their desert. 

O what praises then can I now ren- 
der upon this day, on the which 
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ihou hast shewed such multitudes of 
mercies upon me. Upon me us I 
partake in the public good ; upon 
me as being a member of thy church ; 
upon me in the particular and per- 
sonal comforts that my dear husband 
and I have received by the King*s 
most happy and miraculous resto- 
ration upon this day. A miracle 
past expectation ; for how did they 
increase, that troubled the peace 
and prosperity of this diurch and 
nation, and many they were that rose 
up agaii^t the just rights of thine 
anointed, saying, there is no help 
for him i^ his God. But thou, O 
lord, wert his defender, and the 
lifter up of his head. Thou didst 
arise in^y power, and in thy mercy, 
and smotest all his enemies, and 



hast broken the bonds of the un- 
godly. All praise belongs unto thee 
Lord, for thy blessing is upon thy 
people. 

Hear me when I call, O God of 
my righteousness^ for thou hast set 
us at liberty when we were in trou- 
ble; have mercy upon us now, and 
hearken unto our praises : for now 
that the Lord hath redeemed us we 
will not be afraid, though ten thou* 
sand of people should set themselves 
against us, for when we called upon 
the Lord with our voices he heard 
us out of his holy hill O let ua 
serve the Lord in fear, and rejoice 
before him ; for thou hast put glad- 
ness in our heart, therefore my voice 
s^lt thou hear betimes, O Lord i 



tearly in the morning will I direct itif 
praises unto thee, and will look up. 
And let all them that put their trust 
in thee, rejoice and ever be giving 
of thanks to thee, because thou de* 
fendest them that love thee, and 
makest them joyful hi thee; for thou 
LiOrd wilt give thy blessing unto the 
righteous, and with thy favourable 
kindness wilt thou defend them as 
with a shield. 

Therefore, let us put away from 
us works 'of vanity and wickedenss ; 
for the Lord hath heard the voice of 
our weeping: all our enemies, the 
enemies of church and king and 
nation, are confounded and put to 
shame suddenly. It was in the Lord 
X I put my trust, and he hath saved 
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I 

and delivered us from them that per< 
secuted us* 

I will, therefore, give thanks UQto 
the Lord according to his righteous* 
ness, and will prai(;e the name of the 
Lord the most big^i. O Lord, our 
governor, how excellent is thy name 
in all the world. Thou that hast set 
thy glory above the heavens. Out 
of the mouth of very babes and 
sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength, because of thine enemies^ 
that thou mightest still the enemyi 
and the avenger* 
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The Prayer^ 

O LoED add to this multitude of 
blessings this great one, that our in- 
gratitude may not turn them all into 
curves. O give unto our prince, and 
to the rulers of this church and na» 
tion, to me, and to my dear hus- 
band in particular^ so true a sense 
of thy mercies, that we may not 
dare to offend thee that so highly 
hath blest us. O pardon our sins 
past, and let this day, as it is a re- 
newing of our praises, become an 
increase of our devotions, and a 
means of our repentance and amend- 
ment Lead us, O Lord, in thy 
righteousness because of our ene- 
mies ; make thy way plain before our 
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face; for if our wickedness conti^ 
nue, 'tis to be feared thou wilt in- 
crease our enemies, and make us to 
fly before them. But thou, O Lord 
iind Saviour, who art full of mercy 
and goodness, so turn our hearts 
from all our wicked ways, and so 
fix tbeui upon thee, as that we may 
be accepted by thee, both here, and 
eternally hereafter. 

Amen. Amen. 



A J^rt^ir »f- THanksgioiHg fwt 'if^ 
itear Husband's "Recdvery from his 
great, and dangerous Illness, 

Juli/,l6th. ,. 

 • . 
Who is like unto the Lord our God» 
that, hath his dwelling so high, and 
yet humbleth himself to bel^old the 
things that are ii) heaven and earth. 
He takei^ the simple out of tlie dusi^ 
and Ufteth the poor out of the mire* 
He bealeth the sick, aad relieveth. 
the needy ; he hath compassion on 
the afflicted, for which J must ever 
praise the Lord* My> tongue must 

D 
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ever be shewing forth his praisei ttata 
generation to generation ; for he haA 
relieved meinaU my distrestes ; be 
hath rapported me in my greatest 
afflictioQ8» and in hiS due tune hadi. 
delivered me from them. O hov 
unworthy am I to have received such 
mercies, and how unfit am I to re- 
torn thanks for them. BnttboUi my 
most gracious God and SaviouTi that 
hast multiplied my blessings unto 
me, by giving me the life of my dear ' 
husband ; not only out of the hands 
of his enemies, but likewise from the 
gate of death which be was nigh un-> 
to by sickness ; for this and for all 
other thy mercies and blessings not 
to be numbered, give me leave, O 
my God| to praise thee. Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 



k 

within me praise his holy name. Fdr 
the works of the Lord are grea^ 
sought out of all them that have {dea* 
sufe therein. The merciful and gra* 
CioM Lord hath so done his marvel* 
lous works; that they ought to be 
had in remembrance. He sent re* 
demptidn'^to his people. He hath 
commanded his covenant for ever; 
holy and reverend is his name. The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom ; a good understanding have 
all they that do thereafter. The 
praise of it endureth for ever. Amen. 
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T665. 

June Ut, In the great Plague. • 

JPoNDEii my words, O Lord, and 
consider my .petition. hearken 
thoii unto the voice of my calUng, 
xny king and my God, for unto thee 
^oXmake my prayer in the behalf 
of the whole nation in general, and 
of- my family ia particular, that 
thou wouldest be pleased to com^ 
mand thy angel to cease from pu- 
nishing; that this plague of pesti- 
lence, which is begun in this na- 
tion may go no farther, but at 
thy command must stop : for though 
thy wrath be just against us, yet^ 



Lord) remember mercy. And that 
in thy great mercy thou hast beep 
plei^tfd hitherto to keep it out of my 
family ji let a\e and mine never for-r 
get to praise thee. Let us offer our 
sacrifice of praise, and put our trust 
iff the Xfltd : for if we c^l upon the 
Lord he will hear us. Lord, lift. up 
the light of thy counten^nqe upon u% 
and defend us in the time of danger 
both my dear husband and me, my 
cbildreoi and all my family^ all mlnej, 
fjEid all that thou hast been graciously 
pleased to give upto xn/b ; all that I 
am bound to pray for^ loy parent 
and my friends ; all that are near and 
dear unto me. 

. J. 
Lord direct and guide m^ dear 

husband and iqe wba( we shall do^-^ 
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where we shall abide, that in all 
things we may do th^ will : and in 
wfaat place soever we be. Lord pro* 
tect both us and ours either abroad, 
or at home. 

Rebuke us not in thine indigna* 
tioi\ neither chasten us in thy dis* 
pleasure, but hare mercy upon us, 
O Lord, for we desire to be thine, 
Lord make us so : for thou Lord wilt 
give thy blessing unto the righteous, 
and with thy favourable kindness wilt 
thou defend thefm as with a shields 

give thy angel charge over this ifa- 
inily, that the destroying angel may 
not approach it But^ Lord, with 
what confidence can I ask this mercy 
at thy hands, considering how often 

1 have provoked thee to wrath and 
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iodignatioD, by a multitude of sins 
and transgrQ9sions ; knowing that 
thou hast prepared for the wicked, 
instruments of death ; and that if a 
sinner doth not turn from his wicked 
ways, thou, O Lord, wilt whet thy 
sw^rd and bend thy bow, and make 
it ready to destroy them* But turn 
thou us, ,0 good Loi^d, and so shall 
we be turned ; for if thou shouldeilt 
be extreme to mark what, is done 
amiss^ O Lord^ who could abide it ; 
but there is mercy with thee> there^ 
fore thou shalt be feared. My help 
0>meth of God ; for the Lord will 
be our defender* He will be ous 
fefuge in this time of need. Amen* 
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1666. 

SzfTSMBER. Here follows, in the 

MSS. :— 

A Jlkanksgwing for the Stopping 1/ 
th< Fire in Lomhu* 

And next on Monday the Ut of 

July, 16671 

A Tkenhgiving for the Preserva^ 
Hon of her Hmt^di Herself and 
Family^ from the Plague of PeS' 
tilencey and for their safe Return 
Home ; and for the ceasing of that 



Plague of Pestilence in this Na^ 

*' For aU which (stys Laify M«^ 
I formerly made my humble le* 
qoest^ Also 

A Th(mk$gmng^ Jfme Uth, 167^ 

- for our DeHceranee from tim 

' Fire mt Parson's Gretn, to he said 

^this or tome other) cserj^SmnJksjf. 
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Amok«8T tbe other trials, tfaat.Cor 
wise and good reasons it pleased the 
AhsigiMyno permit the I^dy Mer- 
daunt to endure, was a very uAplea<* 
sant family dispute about propsfif, 
which ended in a trial at law. And 
Ibovlgh it Appears that a very consi- 
derable estate depended upon tbe 
terdiet ; and that consequently the 
final issue was of the greatest con- 
sequence to her and her family ; jet 
we behold no acrimony against her 
opponents, as may be seen by the 
following prayers : no over-much 
anxiety for the termination, but with 
a meek and bumble spirit she sqIk 
mits the whole to the Almighty ; de'^ 
siring that all things should turn out 
as he wills alone* 
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Upon a reUospeet of this lady's 
dMractav the reader will fed isAe* 
roMod that b» powers of doing; good 
should not be restricted by any de* 
crease of tncome ; lor her 'charities 
were as unbounded, as her life was 
exemplary. We find an account ^f 
them in the manuscript*; which^' 

'- i - i. ,. 7 

* The Lady Mordauot deT0tc4 ih^ teaA 
part of all the estates l^hat were her .^wiii' to 
the poor and the serrice of God. Every i^ght 
she put a sixpence into her poor's Box, aa4 
ievery monung the same sunl, as an acknow^ 
ledgment of God's preserYation of her cturing 
the day and night. 

• r 

Five pounds in gold yearly, as a thanks^ 
l^ng for the preserradott of the tie and i^Nh 
dom of her husband^ kw^ all ^bostf tiifeoeMrfl 
with SirGeo..Boolhe., ' r . 'I 

^ Siv« poiiadt ayeaf in gcM^ iirr tlie dyiWt)> 
ance of her husband at his trial| June Sd^ \SV9, 

J>6 
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eonsideriiig tbe diffiiMnce. odT'the 
viftse of money 4l that (leriad Mid 
ttu8 preisebf hour, 1|(4<U op.naitl* 

Ten |K>un4> * y^^ for.<u> oipbaii ciuJUl* 
. Tweolj pounds a ytar to aa 1^4 woiyiaju / 
Four pounds a jef^r to ^ Mim Pajne,. uatU 
•he is in a better copditioa. 

Two pounds a year for a poor womaa^ by 
-Aatendff «f a Miss fingUsb; 

' Ten |>oiliid8 a year to a Mn Owing. 

Four pounds a piece to two Jews. 

. Four pounds a year to two women, by Miss 
JJoyd. 

Six pounds a year to Mr^^ BrvWn^ In greAt 
distress, 

3 /^wealy pounds a jf^ar 4o Mh Sabnon^s 

y^ I^ve pounds a year for keefnng' of l^aTy^ 
bldtloA^f ^loag.as i\ skaU ^pkaae* Goftio 



uapl^ ikat vQqgiit to miae a deep 
Uuflli tmtbe <iKe of the preaent rue 
of iiDvpk6{:who trMd; the £mt pialkl 
Itf lifti. > She eotaidered that h^ oH 
to amwen for the negleM of duties^ 
as Bellas fo9r the commianon of 9iMf 
and : remembered that ttK>se that be« 
bold titit hui^ry, iand^gaV^ them nO 
iMat; th^ thirsty, aod gave them- no 
diilik ; the stranger, ^^ and took them 
i^ot in.; niv ^M the naked ; nor 
irisiited th/ ^ 'and the prisoner, 
jmm ddi/>5^, by the great judge of 
9J&f>' at'the filial day of adcount^ to 
go- away< into everlasting punish-^ 
ment 

These duties, therefore, she con- 
sidered, were indispenstbly to be 
fulfilled ; not merely to gratify the 
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lensatioM of a compMsionate mtv 
meB^ nor to overcome theknpar^ 
tuoity of the refi^tecl cries ot pover^ 
ty and distress ; but Ae knew tbst 
to seek out the poor and needy, to 
heal the broken spirited^ and those 
that were ready to perial^ to mftke 
(he widow's heart dance tot joy, 
were paramount duties^ widumt 
which we could not hope to attain 
to the kingdom of God» Widely 
then did she open her handfl, difitf^ 
f ng Uessings all around, and towing 
such good seed here, that tbefirist 
thereof will last for ef«r in the lik 
to come. 
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]£JCTB4C:^S CONTJVUED. 

1672. 

April the Uth, Tkuftdajf. TkeD»^ 

' 0/ Trid/ between my Husbantfahd 

' Ids Brother^ about the Estate. 

• « 

PuAP. thou otir caus^ O my God, 
jvith. iJ^ose that striye with ug. and 
6g^ thou ag^kidt th^se that fight 
aglMDSt U3« Lay hold , upon thy 
shield and buckler^ and staipd , iip to 
iidp \i% not to destroy our enemies^ 
jhut to defend U3 .from their desigD3 
agfdint ua* Frusjtiiate . all ^ their de« 
'iiice% and let truth and justice take 



] 



64 

place. Let thy most heavenly w3I 
and pleasure, O my Lord and my 
Gody be ever done ; not our wil^ 
bat thy will ; not our way, bbt tby 
way ; not our time, but tby time. 
For not unto ui^ Lord^ not onto u$f 
but unto thy mo«t glorious mqes^ 
be 1^1 praise given, for all is due. 
And, merciful Lord, giye us grace 
to have so resigned a will to thine, 
as that we may, with a cheerful 
beart, praise thee for the events 
tbough'it prove contrary to our de- 
sire ; for thou, Lord, kndwest what 
is best for uh : thou only *canst bless 
the event, and bless us to receive it 
as we ought ; for I desire to have 
thee our king, to ' Commilnd' BtA 
choose for uH; to have thee oUrjudg^, 
to determine f6r us ; as wdf aft our 
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advocate, to plead .for us ; and our 
Saviour, to save us, being absolutely 
satisfied that we are safe in thy pro* 
tectioii ; into whose blessed hands I 
most humbly^ commit my husband 
and myself, our children and family, 
with all our interests and concerns. 

in thy unspeakable mercy receive 
^nd bless us, now and for evermore. 
Amea 
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167«. 
April 9,7th, After the Trial 

In all my afflictions I cry unto my 
Lord for succour. To whom then 
can I return praise, but to tbee^ 
my Lord and my God ; to thee that 
dielivereth roe out of them alL 
the depth of thy mercy, that is never 
exhausted, that never hath an end, 
but to-day and to-morrow, and erery 
day, is ready to relieve me. For 
though I have felt the effects of it, 
in most wonderful manner ever 
since I was born ; in this last busi- 
ness ^hou hast not slackened thy 
arm, but hast relieved us to the 
astonishment of our enemies^ and 



to the (j^eat cooifort of us^ thy an^ 
worthy servants ; altogether unwor- 
thy, but that thou willst have mercy 
where and when thou pleasest It 
is out of thy own mere bounty and 
goodness, that thou hast pleaded 
our cause. Out of that same foun« 
tain of goodness continue thy hand 
of protection over us ; atid bless 
this blessing to us, and end all dif-- 
ferences in the iaoiily. Let peace- 
and prbsperity be amongst us ; and 
bless us with the choisest of thy 
blessings, and give us grace to bless- 
find praise thee all the days of oup 
life ; and let my dear husband and- 
itae ; let us and our family serve- the 
Lord our G6d, and wholly* resign 
ourselves to his will. * Amen. : 
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January 48. A Thanksgiving for 
our Deliverance from Fire that 
Va^ 

I AH B9 unfit, tq pratM .tt|C«, m$ 
God,: for tbu gceat mercy, as I 
am UDwomby hi receive ik. Notjuog 
QRn . more naamf9»t the ifaioeiwitit <^ 
thy tmn-cy than thy eontiftual bQua« 
dies, and detiyerftocesto.io unworthy 
ft wretch as I api;: wtiat fuv I, opdwhat 
is my father's hmiae, thatthou should* 
«8t thus consider ua ? I too well koov 
what 1 am, the uaworthieyt^ tb^wp^t 
ungrateful pf all oreauires U?iiig. 
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O the depth of thy mercy ! The 
extent of thy goodness, to reach to 
such a miserable qreature as I am ! 
That neilber my dear husband, my- 
self nor cbildret^ nor house, suf- 
fered in this fire, is 30 great a bles- 
sing, that I know not what to say, 
but that all must be returned to thee 
from whom all is received. Accept 
1^ Lord. Amen. 
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to 



March the iSd. Mm^iti^. 

When my Son Charles went /♦ 

Oxford. 

Mr dearest Lord, iato thy Almightj 
protection I commit my dear cbildj 
give thy holy angeb change over 
him, to preserve him from all evil, 
and to lead him into all good* 

Beautify his soul; enlighten \m 
understanding. Give him, I beseech 
thee, the holiness of David, and the 
wisdom of Solomon; preserve his 
person in honour and health, and 
grant him favour in the sight of all. 
And, if it seem fit in thy sight, let 
him return to us again in safety, to 
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thy honour and glory, and to the 
coaifort of U8| thy unworthy ser- 
vants^ hia father and myself that we 
may praise thee in the laad ef the 
living. Amen ♦• 

* Th« reader skould be informed, that her 
ton Charles (the subject of the feregoing 
prayer) was the celebrated Earl of Peter- 
borough (also Earl of Monmouth) , who bore 
so conspicuous a part in the wars withSpain^ 
IB the reign of Queen Anne ; and for ^n ac« 
count of whose character and exploits we 
refer the reader to ** Carleton's Wars in Spain,'' 
and to Collins's Peerage, vol. III. p. 209* 
Who can forbear exclaimimg: ** The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man aTailetll 
macb*" James v. 6* 
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^pnV the 5 th. Friday ifi, LenU 

O ! BE favourable and graeioas un- 
to Sion ; buiW thou the walls of 'Je- 
rusalem. O Lord, shew now thy fit- 
vour to thy Sion^ the church in this 
nation. It had nerer more need of 
thy protection than now: the enc-' 
mies besiege it round about, on the 
left and on the rights they are ready 
to devour it; nay, which is wprse^ 
our sins deserve this heavy judg- 
ment We cannot complain though 
thou shouldst remove the glorious 
light of thy Gospel from amongst us. 
We must lay our hands upon our 



mouths, and by silence confess our- 
selves altogether unworthy of it- O 
miserable condition, which our in- 
gratitude hath brought us into. But 
be thou gracious unto Sion, and in 
'that to us. Let the enemies of thy 
church see, that they cannot prevail 
against us, and that for thine own 
mere goodness sake ; for I can draw 
no argument in our behalf but from 
thyself, from thine own goodness^ 
from thine own merits. Let that 
prevail Do thou forgive us. Do 
thou turn us from all our evil ways; 
and once more give us a glorious 
and a holy church, and make us 
an obedient and a happy people. 
Amen. 
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1<74. 
AUy \%th. After our Trial 4t 

O Lord thou bast shewed tw how 
vain is the help of man. Thou ha3t 
turned their wisdom into folly, and 
hast put U8 to confusion without an' 
enemv. Thou hast turned our boast- 
ing into sorrow^ and humbled us be* 
fore thee. We confess with shame, 
that our sins have justly deserved \i^ 
and we submit to thy will without 
murmunng, Lord thou canst turn 
our mourning into joy, and make 
us to hear the voice of joy and glad* 
ncss, that the bones which thou hast 
broken may rejoicei Amen* 
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Sum 28. Before, our Trial or Re* 
ference at Look 

Reh|:mb£R me, my dear busband, 
and aU mine, O my God, for good ; 
aod now that ttiou hast shewed ui 
how vain is the help of man, no\^ 
let us see and know how powerful is 
thy almighty hand, from whom only 
we expect or desire good. Do thou, 
O Lord, dispose and govern this 
bui^iness. Let thy wisdom and thy 
mercy do greater things for us than 
we do deserve, or can desire ; for we 
know our unworthiness, and dare not 
presume, upon our own accounts^ to 
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ask any thing from thy dreadful ma- 
jesty, but for my Saviour's sake, for 
his merits alone do thou, in thy 
goodness, take our case into thy 
hands. Do thou plead it: do thou 
grant such a success as shall seem fit 
in thy infinite mercy. Do thou grant 
peace and prosperity to this family, 
and above all do thou grant that 
we and our family may serve the 
Lord our God. Amen. 
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Monday June 20. After our Bmi- 
^ nes9 was referred in Court . 

O THOU who hast taught us that he 
Vho provideth not for his own bouse 
is worse than ^n infideL do thou: 
bless 'the business now in hand for, 
the good of our family. For all 
endeavours of ours will be vain, ex- 
cept in thy infinite mercy thou art 
pleased to give success. Lord we 
desire peace, we endeavour peace; 
do thou grant it ; do thou bless all 
endeavours towards it Do thou, in 
thy great wisdom, bring to pass ^ 
happy conclusion of this business to 

S 3 
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thy iionour and glory ; and if it seem 
fit in thy sight for the good, happi- 
ness, and pro^erity, of my dear 
husband, myself, and children, that 
vre may praise thee in the land of th^ 
living; for to thee only it aU praiap 
due^ 



the Lord, O my sonl, and 
all that is within ne jpmise ^ bol? 
Aame. Amen, 



7» 



1674. 
Afhr the Seizing of my House ani 

* • 

Goods, Saturday^ July the 4th 
, Day qf the Mmtkm 

How* maay are my ioiquities aod mjr 
ains ! Make me to know my trans^ 
gressions; 'tis for them I justly suf- 
fer.. I was at ease, but be hath 
broken me asunder. Though I 
speak, my grief is not assuaged; 
though I converse with the whole t 
world, it availeth xoe nothing; ther^ 
is no help for me but in my God. 

i 

To him» then,. I com^ bpth^ J^j 

£4 
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duty and by choice : and thou, O 
my Lord and my God, hast consi- 
dered me. In tbee» Lord, did I put 
my trust, and thou hast delivered 
me. Thou hast done it anditoiie 
but thee. Tl)ou turnest the hearts 
of men, as the rivers of water. 
Thou hast incKned the heart of Our 
adversary to peace and composure, 
that was bent on destruction and 
ruin. 

• O Lord, in thy infinite 'wisdom, 
in thy immense goodness, do thou 
perfect this blessing; enable us to 
pay our debts, give us grace to do 
it Bless our endeavours; direct nsp 
assist us, and give us grace to ac- 
knowledge it all from thee, th0 
fottntaia of all good; whom I can 
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MYer enough praise, nor never 
enough ^ve,^ nor never be happy, 
*till I can enjoy thee, my Lord and 
Saviour, in eternal bliss. 
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April the 1st 

Bleased is.he whose transgressioa 
is forgiven, and whose sin is covered. 

that I were thus blessed. But 
who can forgive my sins which ar^ 
innuineraUe ? 

My God and my Lord can and 
will do it, when they are covered by 
Ihe blood of my dearest Saviour :f 
then thrice happy and blessed shall 

1 be. Lord do thou, through thy 
merits, make me worthy of that iu- 
Jnite Jbilessiog. Admit me to thy 
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table ; convey thyself to me there ; 
and do thou, O blessed Spirit, so 
adorn my soul, that this hard heart 
of mine may be made capable of 
receiving my blessed Saviour; and 
not only receiving, bnt retaining him 
for ever, that he may never depart 
£rom me, nor I from biiB, uotit I am 
received by him into eternal joys^ 
Amen. ' 
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Afttr the Death qf my dear Hus^ 
bandj wh^ died June the St Ay Sa- 
turday in the Afternoon. Writ^ 
ten July SO. 

F^alm xxKviiy Verse 39. 

But the salvation of the righteouft 
is of the Lord ; he is their strength 
in time of trouble, 

O Lord be thou my strength in 
this my day of trial, in this my day 
$i humiliation ; though very bitter. 
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y^ just correction for my many siM 
transgressions. 



Lord make it a day of salvation 
to me. Fix my heart on thee, where 
only true joys are to be found, and 
suiter not my grief to have any 
thing of repining in it. Let a per^ 
feet submission be found by thee in 
all my thoughts, words, and actions. 
And if, in the excess of soirow, any. 
thing has been thought, or said by 
me, that has offended thee, my God 
and my Lord, do thou wipe it away. 
Do thou blot it out with thy most 
precious blood, and accept me, 
though altogether unworthy; yet, 
through thy mercies make me a 
wekooie £tuest at thv holv table : and' 



thoughts with whidi I ge ccmA tfaar 
blessed sacrament, during my hus- 
bMid » ilkieas ; and let n4t this gctet 
tviHibie I labotsi under, ndake mfi 
fbrgpt to praise tbee^ my G^ for 
tk9 infinifee mcrcy^ shewed to the aoul 
o£ 8iy deaf husbaad in bis slrkMn^ 
^ndfiw his : beings tbrottgb'tbfr mew 
rks of my Savioai;» transbttd into 
^ory ; of which I make no dioiibi;, 
so pc^werfnlly. aad manfully did Ajr 
Massed Spirit assist him io his gjreat^ 
est extreni!tty» 

The thoughts of this ongbfc to bo 
a joy too greatf to admit ot mayi 
trouble; but so ftail is this irSe nar 
turo of miiie^ aiid ao^powerfiiiUy 



tki^ ivbicb ougbt to be; aay joy, it 
drowi^ed bj; myiffki , 

O make me to grieve ib? this my 
griei^ and let me not forget to praise 
tbee, ^^0 tby yet rem^i^iiig aiercies 
of. i»y d#fMr ebildfren,, . Lord da ihom 
market t}iewr.tiru}y khmog^ to me» . bjp 
making tbem wbai they ought t0 be t& 
tbee* IVMce tbenv ti^abound in all rbs*' 
tf;e adid g€4Kne33 of Uving^ and eaa^f 
ble Me.by.tbji a^siiitftiiQev. to pgot9idim 
for tbem iii; some meeoure^ aa to> 
ifOrldly &u^of tfi and eomforte. 
' * • '. . * 

Moat bountifid.Loid I jrraise thee|« 
tljMl; 4ha<i( taatt given me a poistbi&tj^ 
-^^f^yiog (Pi^y biishftiHi^a dbbta.. losii 
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give nae grace to do ft; and if ir 
seem fit in thy ivisdom, give me such 
a proportion of heakh.and streng&y- 
both of body and mind, as may ena- 
ble me iodo it* 

It was thou, my God, that iiH 
spired the heart of the Icing with 
charity to assist me in my distress. 
And it was thou alone that put it 
into the hearts <>f so many to inter^ 
cede for me with him« Lord reward' 
them all, both prince and subject;' 
and may they never want mercy, 
either in this world or another, kt 
their greatest extremity. And piay 
I ever spend my days in thy praise; 
and to live as not to disboriour the 
chanQter Uiou hast unprinted upoir 
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me of tl^ servant, which I km no 
wise able to make good fritiibtit thy' 
assistance. 

O! blessed Spirit^ do tlsbu 'guides 
me throughout the whole course of 
my life, and assist me in the last hour 
of my death. Amen. 

O! holy and blessed Spirit, do 
thou work so effectually with me, as 
to pardon what is past, to rectiiy 
what is present, and to prevent what 
evil is to come ; and to bless me and 
mine. 

• 

Deuter. chap. x. verse 18. He 
doth execute the judgment of the 
fatherless and widow. 
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Lord iiia)ce im to worship thteia 
ifttvit afid io truth. 

Now Lord belp« Now and; em 
Lordhdy, 
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September the ISM« . 

I WAIT for the Lord ; iny soul doth 
wait; and in his word dp I hope. O 
Buffer me not^ my Lord and my God, 
to fall from this my hope, but in the 
strength of it enable me to pass 
tljirou^ all the difficulties of this life^ 
«ind let not this hope fail me 'till X 
come from hoping to enjoying, from 
praying to praisings from siorrowing^ 
to rejoicing eternally, 

And^ 'till that happy hour corner 
"do thou never forsake me any mo* 
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meat of my life ; that I may never 
dbboDour thy name here. 

O ! my Lord; do thou assist me^ 
in the condition I am now in. iVe* 
serve the <:hild \^ithin me, the time 
it has to stay, from every ill acci- 
deht; and, tvhen my hour of travkit 
comesy let tliy hoiy angels be aasbt* 
ing. Grant me a safe delivery, sup^ 
poit me in my greatest extremity, 
and bless my diild with natural* 
shapes. ' Make it sound in body and 
mind, and receive it into thy church 
by the blessed sacrament of baptism, 
and receive both it and me and all 
mine, into thy almighty protection 
and nbw for evermore. Amcn. 
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After the Birth of my Son George. 

Blessed Lord, do thou take into 
the arms of thy mercy my dear son 
George. Be his father. He that 
was born without a father, brought 
into the world by an afflicted mo- 
ther, preserved only by thy almighty 
power. Let him be protected by thy 
Providence, defended by thy good- 
ness, instructed by thy wisdom, and 
made a happy instrument of good to 
thy church and nation* 



94 

Andy if in mercy thou seest it fit, 
grant that he may be a comfort to 
me, thy moat uoworthy servant ; and 
all this I humbly beg for the sake of 
Jesus Christ my Saviour. AmeiL 
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A Prayer for my Son Mordaunft 
when he was in Franee. He begaA 
his Journey thither Monday the 
%Sth of February ^ 

LpBD» in thy mercy, do thou adortl 
the ewriy years of my 30Q with thy 
grace; and let him, through thy 
mercy, improve it every day, that he 
may be a happy and a glorious in^ 
strument of good to this church and 
Tiation, to which end, dearest Lord, 
preserve him both abroad and at 
home. 
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Let not the corruptions of anf 
place or age infect or defile his 
mind ; but if, in thy infinite mercy, 
thou seest it fit, let him return home 
in honour and safety, with the favour 
of thee, my God, and the applaud 
of man. 

Let him be Eminent in virtue and 
piety, and all to thy honour and 
glory; and, jf it pleases thee, to the 
comfort of me, thy unworthy ser- 
vant, aod all my family* Amen. 
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Good Friday, after receiving the 

Sacrament* 

Psalm the cxvi. verses 1 and 2. 

I AM well pleased, that; the Lord 
hath beard the voice of my prayer. 

That he hath inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon him as 
long as I live. 

O Lord, I am not only to praise 
thee for the infinite mercy shewed to 
the whole world in general upon this 

F 
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day, by thy meritorious passion, but 
for thy infinite mercy, vouchsafed to 
me in particular upon this day. 
Thou hast applied all those merits to 
my soul; thou hast united me to 
thy own self; thou hast nourished , 
and fed my soul with thy own pre- 
cious body and blood. O let me ne- 
ver do any thing to dishonour thy 
name. 

O let me be thy particular care; 
and give me grace to make it my 
care to please and serve, and obey 
thee in all things ; and in thy doe 
time receive me to thee into thy eter- 
nal joys. Amen. 
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A Frayerfor the 2d of June^ every 
Year, and every IFednesday in the 
JVeeky since the Death of my dear 
Husband* 

I MUST never omit to praise thee, 
my Lord and my God, on this day, 
for the miraculous deliverance of my 
dear husband from the power and 
malice of his enemies, and from the 
jaws of death. 

'For though thou hast taken this 
blessing from me now, yet so nume- 
rous have been thy mercies to this fa- 
mily, since the first day of his deliver- 
ance, that they must always be repeated 
by me, to the great glory of thy most 

F 2 






100 

glorious name. Thou hast given to 
my dear husband and me many 
years of comfort since : thou hast 
given us the great blessing of many 
children^ the increase of fortune, of 
honour, of goods, of friends s and 
all this I have been so little worthy 
of, that thou hast Justly withdrawn 
my greatest worldly comfort, my 
dear husband. .But, merciful Lord, 
do thou increase my spiritual joys, 
and give me grace to make so good 
use of thy remaining blessings in this 
world, that thou .may'st never with- 
draw them in judgment from me, 
but grant that I may so entirely 
leave myself, my cliildren, my for- 
tune and interest at thy disposal, that 
I may neither think' nor act but by 
thy directions. I have none but 
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thee, my God, to assist me, and in 
having thee I have all. Do thou 
never forsake me, and then I shall be 
blest for ever. Amen. 
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Note. Here follows in the manu- 
script. 

** A Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
from Fir e^ in my Chamber ^ began 
April Ut, \676:' 
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1676. 

Jfter taking up Money to pay my 
DebtSf July the id. 

Lord, it was not mine own arm 
that helped me^ but thy right hand, 
and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, because thou hadst a 
favour unto me. 

My Lord and my God, how un- 
worthy am I of the least glimpse of 
thy mercy, but how much more un- 
worthy of thy abundant goodness, by 
which I have been so powerfully as- 
sisted in my greatest needs and af- 
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flictions. Thou hast defended nie 
with thine^ arm, and supported me 
with thy right band ; thou hast car- 
ried me through many difficulties, 
and bast given me favour in the sight 
of those I had to do with : enabling 
me to satisfy the desires of so many 
poor people to whom I was indebted^ 
and giving me wherewithal to sup- 
port my dear children, and will, I 
hope, in due time, assist me in 
providing for them, and paying those 
that have assisted me in my extre- 
mity, with money to pay the poor 
people ; and all this out of thine 
own mere goodness, because thou 
hadst a favour unto me. 

O how do I desire the continu- 
ance of thy^love ! But how little do 

r4 
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« 

I deserve it Yet I am thine ; and 
though unworthy to be owned by thee, 
yet will I never forsake thee. Though 
thou should'st kill me, yet will I pat 
my trust in thee. Though thou 
should'st withdraw the light of tby 
countenance from me, yet will I 
deligi^t in thee. But Lord leave me 
not to myself. I trust not tso aay 
strength or wisdom of my own, but 
I throw myself into thy arms of 
mercy, and firmly rest upon my rock^ 
Ciu:ist Jesus. Amen. 
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Before the Sacrament. 

How wretched, vain, and unwor- 
thy a creature am I ; tossed about 
with every breath of folly, subject to 
all misery; not of myself able to 
foresee or prevent the least of it. 

Not able to govern so much as my 
own thoughts : for when I would fix 
them upon thee, my God, they fly 
from me and wander upon vanities^ 
and those so light and foolish I often 
blush in their behalf; and the very 
bicst of my actions are so full of sin, 
that I have great reason to fear to 
look into the worst of them. When 
I behold myself thus guilty, where 
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can I seek for succour but in 
thee. 

For though I strive and strive, *tis 
all in vain ; I fain would mount up- 
wards, but still find myself below. 
At the sight of this I might cry out 
with despair, who can deliver me 
from this body of sin and death ? 
But that I know, blessed Lord, it is 
thou that both canst and wilt, for 
thy grace is sufficient for me. O 
withdraw it not from me, but daily 
renew it in me, and let it work so 
perfectly with me, as that by it I 
may become a new creature, so new 
as that I may be crucified to the 
world, and the world to me : for I 
am wearied with the daily sight of 
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iny own wickedness. O when shall 
I be with thee, my God, freed from 
all my. guilts ftn^ fears. 

But how can this^ earthly soul of 
mine, bound here below by cords 
of sin and vanity, ascend to thee, 
my God ? 

I should be lost in this abyss, did 
not my Saviour reach out his hand 
of mercy to draw me to him. He 
that is gone before can bring me 
after ; and his blood, that was shed 
for the whole world, can cleanse my 
soul, and make it fit to be presented 
to thee, my God, and cloathed with 
the righteousness of thy Son, 
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I shall behold thy face with joy, 
for in thy presence is the fulness of 
joy; and'at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore* Amen. 
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When my Son Mordaunf went to 

Sea. 

My Lord and my God, into] thy 
Almighty protection I commit my 
dear Son. Thou alone canst pre* 
serve him from the raging of the 
sea, from the violence of the winds^ 
and from every ill accident. 

Preserve his mind from all cor- 
ruption, and his person from all dan* 
g^r; Return him O my Lord to me 
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again in safety and in honour. And 
of thy infinite wisdom make him a 
comfort to me thy unworthy Ser- 
vant^ an honour to^i his family, and 
an advantage to his Church and 
nation. And grant that this jour- 
ney niay prove much to bis advaa^ 
tage in every respect, but above 
all, in the improvement of his 
mind. 

T 
f 

Let him see and admire thy won- 
ders in the deep. Let thy Holy 
Spirit so powerfully incline his soul 
to love and adore thee^ thjEtt he 
may in all things cheerfully submit 
to thy wiiL 

Ail this I presume to beg in 
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the name and for the sake of my 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ Amen. 
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Of Long Life. September 12# 

Length of days hath been by 
most people accounted a blessing. 
But alas ! 'tis so only when it is blest • 
with opportunity of glorifying God, 
of being eminent in his service, and 
oif being useful to our Brethren; 
advancing their good both of soul 
and body. 

This indeed makes it a blessing; 
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but in itself it cannot be accounted 
so, it being a delay to our future 
happiness. A joy so great none 
can comprehend it, much less ex- 
press it. The being with God the 
enjoying all perfection in him. 

The being filled with uninterrup- 
ted joys, the being inflamed with 
love which is always satisfied. The 
very thought of this does so inflame 
my soul that I passionately wish I 
could this minute hear my Saviour 
say, " This day thou shalt be with 
me in Paradise." But I am not 
worthy, I am not worthy, and no- 
thing but the merits of my Saviour 
can make me so. But I know not 



what I ask nor of what spirit I am 
made* Thy will is best Thy will 
be done# Amen. 
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For my Children. To he said in 
their behalf by me. April 7. 

Loud, pardon the presumption of 
thy unworthy handmaid ; 1 ren- 
ture to recommend to thee, all my 
dear children; that thou in mercy 
hast blest me with, wherever they 
may be abroad or at home ; be pleas- 
ed to take them into thy almighty 
protection. 
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!Make them in their several sta- 
tions, instruments of thy glory, pre- 
serve them to me in this world lon- 
ger, or receive them in mercy to 
thee as seemeth best in thy sight ; 
only if I may be permitted to make 
this humble request before thee. 
Preserve them as far as may be 
without sin or shame. Preserve 
them from every ill action and every 
ilt accident. And grant that all may 
prove for their souls' good atnd thy 
great glory, which I trust will ever 
be the aim of me and mine. 

Lord own us so far thine as to 
direct the whole course of our lives; 
direct me how to advise, and them 
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how to act. And let thy Blessing 
go along with all our endeavours. 
Amen, 
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The concluding Prayer in the Lady 
Mordaunfs Manuscript. 

O ETERNAL and merciful Father 
all praise is thine ! To thee it is 
alone due, to thee my thankful heart 
shall ever pay it But because with- 
out thee, we do not know how to 
please thee, let thy Holy Spirit in- 
spire me how to praise thee accep- 
tably. 

EXTRACTS CONCLUDED. 



I 
I 
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And now having presented to our 
readers a faint sketch of one of the 
most faultless and the most religious 
woman w€ have met with, we cannot 
bid them adieu without asking them 
whether in the description we have 
endeavoured to draw of the differ- 
ent virtues that adorned the charac- 
ter of this most excellent Lady they 
have found any similarity with their 
own. We rejoice in the hope that 
many will be able to put their hands 
on their hearts and to answer with 
truth that they have. Of those 
who are so happy we have only to 
entreat they will call to mind, that 
the Christian's is a progressive state, 
that it shines more and more unto 
the perfect day ; and that - therefore 
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they endeavour to grow in grace, 
and the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ; and that 
" whatsoever thing ar6 honest, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report, If there be any virtue, 
if there be any praise, they are to 
continue to think on those things." 

To those on the other hand, who 
having perused this book, have no 
where recognized, (either in prin- 
ciple or action) any resemblance to 
themselves, I beg to say a few words^ 
I entreat them to consider that there 
is no virtue (bodily courage alone 
excepted) 4i?hich has not been de- 
scribed and which ought not equally 
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to be found in the female bosom, aiT 
in that of the other sex. Does s 
painter wish to personify chastity 
and modesty, " with blushes red'ning 
as she mbves along." Is it not ia 
the form of a female ? Or charity^ 
is it not depictured by a woman sur- 
rounded with the infants of her care ? 
Or filial piety ? again we see the Gre» 
cian Euphrasia, nourishing from her 
bosom, the father from whom sh« 
drew her being ! 

As to patient constancy and ten- 
derness, the beds of sickness and 
death (where females, almost exclu- 
sively, are to be found) bear too 
strong testimony to their existence ia 

G 
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the female breast to admit even of «■ 
doubt. 

But I have still stronger confirm- 
ation of this assertion ; turning to 
the sacred volume, I behold the AU 
mighty himself graciously conde- 
scending to ap[)eal to i^he tenderQe99 
of the female heart. " Can a wo- 
man forget her sucking child ?" and 
though it is allowed that there may 
be such a case, yet the rarity of ma- 
ternal tenderness was such that it 
has mercifully been made choice of 
as an emblem, and the strongest, of 
his own unbounded and ever-gra» 
cious love for his creatures. 

Our blessed Saviour likewise 
vouchsafed to shew, a distinguished 
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condescension to the female charac* 
ter, instructing the women of Judea 
«s well as the men ; and the person 
to whom he hath borne that memo* 
rable testimony of having chosen the 
good part which should not be taken 
from her, was a woman. 

The anointing preparatory to his 
burial, the washing of his feet, with 
penitential tears were female tributes, 
and such as drew from him the mer- 
ciful promise that wherever that Gosh 
pel should be preached what she had 
done should be told in memorial of 
her. That ever memorable eulogy, 
" Great is thy Faith", *" I have not 
founds© great faith, no, notin Israel," 
was ulso to a woman. 

6 2 
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. * 

The account of the behaviour of 
the women at the time of our blessed 
Lord's crucifixion is so beautifully 
related by a most excellent author * 
that I cannot deny myself the gratifi- 
cation of a quotation from his valu- 
able work. " The women (says he) 
" laying aside the weakness and ti- 
midity natural to their sex, shew- 
ed an uncommon magnanimity on 
" this melancholy occasion ; for in 
" contradiction to the whole nation, 
" with one voice required our bles- 
" sed Lord to be crucified as a de^ 
" ceiver. They proclaimed his in- 
" nocence by cries, tears and lamen- 

• The Reverend John Fleetwood, D. D. 
in his life and death of Christ ; Author of the 
history of the Holy Bible, 
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** tations. When they saw hUn led 
'* forth to suffer on Mount Calvary, 
they accompanied hitn to the 
cross; kindly waited on hitn in his 
expiring moments, giving him all 
the consolation in their power, 
though the sight of his sufferings, 
pierced them to their hearts. 
They followed his dead body tQ 
the grave, cherishing even there so 
great an adoration for their Lord, 
" that all the threats of the surround* 
" ing multitude , could not turn 
** them from this publick testimony 
" of their affection and veneration 
^* for their dying Saviour.*^ 

* • * • 

" A faith so remarkably strong, 
** a love so ardent, a fortitude so 
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" unshaken, could not fail of receiv- 
'* ing distinguished marks of the di- 
" vine approbation ; and they were 
*' accordingly honoured with the 
•* news of our Saviour's resurrection 
** before the male disciples had their 
•* eyes cheered with the first sight 
" of their beloved .Lord after he 
*' arose from the chambers of the 
" grave ; so that they preached the 
•' joyful tidings of his resurrectioa 
" to the apostles themselves," 



What woman can peruse the ac- 
count in St. John's Gospel, that there 
stood by his cross his mother, and 
his mother's sister, Mary the wife 
of Cleophas and Mary Magdalene^ 
when all his disciples had fled, (one 
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XJiily excepted) without her bosom 
horning within her ? 

What female can read that ntost 
beautiful and affecting narrative of 
our Lord's meeting with Mary in the 
garden, withou I thankfulness ?— 
The noble simplicity with which it 
is related must touch any heart that 
has a spark of sensibility left. " Wo- 
man, why weepest thou ? whom 
seekest thou ? her eager question 
(^supposing him to be the gardener) 
*'Sir, if thou hast borne him home, 
tell me where thou bast laid him, 
and I will take him away." 

The single word, Mary followed 
by the joyful exclamation, Rabboni, 
that flew from her enraptured heart, 
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speaks more to the feelings than the 
power of language can possibly de- 
scribe, and elevates as in the contem^ 
plation far above this world and all 
it contains. 

If then our gracious master has 
thus condescended to notice us in 
our fallen state, what value does not 
this condescension put upon our na- 
ture, and how much ought it to in- 
duce us to respect ourselves^ and 
not to degrade and villify by vile, 
sensuality, idleness and gross dissi- 
pation, that life which was intended 
to be passed in innocence, sobriety, 
rational occupations, and above all 
in religion and piety. 
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How are the hours of a womaii of 
fashion (a» the expression is), gene- 
rally filled up ? I speak not here 
of the licentious either in niind or 
manners; I refer them to what the 
Scriptures have denounced against 
tlie adulterous and licentious woman ;. 
those examples are too disgusting 
for modest nature to dwell upon, but 
I speak of those characters that no 
flagrant breach of duty has rendered 
infamous. I speak of the modern 
fine lady? what are her pursuits? 
how is her time employed ? Take the 
mornings tlie noon, the mid-day, the 
evening, the night, the live long night? 
what is her object, her desire, her 
end ? If I said that it was either ad* 
miration or pleasure, or both — Or 
when the absence of youth and beau- 
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ty places the former beyond attain*- 
metitj if I said exclusively and en- 
tirely the latter ; I should not ex- 
ceed the truth. Thousands of living 
instances alas ! bear testimony that 
the colouring is not too warm j who 
waste away their unfortunate existr 
encc without having any thing to o£» 
fer in their defence, why the judg* 
ment that was pronounced upon hita 
who wrapt up bis talent in a napkin, 
should not be denounced against 
them. Allow me to ask, is such a 
life worthy of a woman? worthy, 
did I say, is it tolerable ? is it re- 
spectable? Is it even decent; and, 
at any other period (but this dissi- 
pated beyond all other dissipated 
ages) would it not be accotknted coo* 
tcmptible and trifling ?-^Look back 



131 

biit a few years, and you will find 
that though the gay and the though t« 
less have always existed, yet the 
grave and respectable have much 
more abounded. 

.Call to mind the respectable au« 
thoress of the foregoing extracts; 
what are the most distinguished 
among you that she was not? are 
you titled, so was she ; are you opu- 
lent, so was she ; are you beautiful, 
she was superlatively so? Yet thus 
endowed with beauty, rank and for- 
tune, surrounded with admirers, in 
the midst of the most dissolute of 
courts, what were her sentiments^ 
what was her conduct ?— A large ma- 
nuscript volume in her own hand- 
writing, from which those prayers 
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and meditations have been selected, 
ascertains the purity of her heart and 
the fervency of her desire to do her 
duty at every time and in every situ- 
ation. 

• The following prayer dated Dec. 
•9^% at Montpelier, amongst many, 
others proves this assertion to be true. 
** O my Lord and my God, let me 
not (with those of 01d)content my- 
self with barely refraining from 
" the act of adultery, but give to» 
^ me, thy humble servant, so strict 
*' a modesty, that I may not offend 
'* in my thoughts or looks, but let 
" the chastity of my conversation, 
^* behaviour and appearance, pre- 
" vent others offending in their 
^hearts." 



4t 



133 

I>t the modern fine lady read thi* 
and be admonished while she is dres- 
sing or rather it might be said un* 
dressing for her appearance in pub* 
lick, let her read this I say and stand 
reproved ; for full well she knows 
her views at her toilet are so far 
from aiming to deter others from 
oifendiog in their hearts, that she 
adorns lierself with a diametrically 
opposite intention. 

Surely women could not be so vain, 
so foolishly, so sinfully desirous of 
exciting admiration, were they to re- 
member their immortal souls, were 
they to look inward and see how their 
depravity daily increased by such a 
life of idleness and vanity. If the 
necessity of self-examination was 
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tarly impressed on their mimis as an 
indispensible duty, if they were 
taught in youth that they were never 
to lie down in sleep, without asking 
themselves that one simple question. 
If my soul was this night required of 
me, in what state of preparation 
would it be found? Surely they 
could not, like the painted insect 
of the hour, buzz away their useless 
existence, without one sober reflec* 
tion, one rational occupation. 

A total seclusion from the world, 
our blessed Saviour in no wise de- 
mands of us. ^^ He whose example 
" we are called upon to imitate,'* 
says an eloquent author^, "was 

• Rev« Thomas Watson, in his popular 
£videuce8« 
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^.chiefly to be found in, crowded 
^* cities; in the temple^ in numerous 
^f concourses of men whither the 
*^ Jews always resort Occasionally 
*^ he retired from the noise and b.us- 
** tie of the world ; which it is pro- 
** per for all men to do who wish to 
** maintain heavenly views and a 
" heavenly temper* We find hinji 
** receiving invitations from the rich, 
'' sitting at their plentiful tableS| His 
^' first miracle was at the marriage- 
feast, by which act of condescen- 
sion he not only blessed that in- 
stitution with his presence, but 
shewed that his followers are per-, 
^* mitted with gratitude to partake 
of the blessings arising from social 

» 

comfort, and rational society, at 
'^ the same time that they ar^ to 
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** keep their heart clean and unspot- 
'* ted from the world. We learn 
** from his holy life that good men 
" should not retire from the world, 
" but steadfastly stand by their post, 
** and let their light so shine before 
" men that others, seeing their good 
*' works, may be led to imitate their 
example. 
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What then remains, but for us to 
keep up a continual remembrance 
of the Almighty's Omnipresence ; 
that he sees not only our actions but 
every thought of our heart That 
he abhors sin, and will surely punish 
those that follow the multitude to do 
evil. That to the pure in heart 
alone it is promised to see God ; and 
Tvhobut the madman or the fool would 
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give up such an inheritance for the 
wretched pleasures of sins, which are 
but for a season ; for eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 
entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the joys that are prepared 
for those that love God. 

Let us press forward to obtain 
this bliss, let us raise our souls in 
joyful praise to him, who by his blood 
has obtained it for us, and with an- 
gels and archangels, let us cry out 
Hallelujah, for the Lord God Omni- 
potent reigneth. 



FINIS. 
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